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N OTHING IS MORE depressing 
about today’s Washington than the 
mounting reluctance of the official 
community, and some of the press, to 
treat dissent on its merits, to view it 
as a reflection of conscience and con- 
viction and to examine it not for 
motive but for its intellectual • force, 
relevance and truth. 

Does Sen. Fulbright challenge our 
foreign policy? Immediately the mut- 
terings begin that he is a “bad” For- 
eign Relations Committee chairman, 
doesn’t control his committee (although 
when the committee defeated the Pres- 
ident’s Latin American resolution it 
was his fault) or, even worse, is lazy. 
And so it goes. Sen. Wayne Morse is 
a “wild man.” Intellectuals are coward- 
ly or alienated or don’t like Texans. 
(Except for those in Government who, 
presumably, are brave, committed and 
in love with Texas.) 

Of course, if you are a Republican, 
everything is changed You have a rea- 
son for dissent: to defeat Democrats. 
That is something Washington can un- 
derstand. Those whose opposition can 
be traced to institutional self-interest 
are accepted. Men who speak out of 
passion or belief are scorned and their 
motives searched. For the ultimate, in- 
comprehensible offense is that anyone 
should endanger his public career 
lply out of conviction. 

Merely to admit this possibility would 
allenge and endanger the tranquil 
nsciences of the hundreds who are 
rsy every day enforcing a policy they 
o not believe in. 

he Rise of Demagogy 

r SPEAK HERE especially about the 
JL critics who have been involved in 
public life. I do not believe they criti- 
cize President Johnson because of his 
“style” or because he is from Texas. 
I myself like Texas very much; coun- 
tryside, ranches, barbecues, long and 
marvelous anecdotes and the immense 
stamina and vitality which the Presi- 



dent recreates. Like many others now 
in dissent, I was always treated with 
much sympathy, generosity and 
warmth. 

But that is not the issue. The issue 
is that many sincere and moderate 
men believe we are engaged in a stead- 
ily more hazardous war and a war 
which greater skill and wisdom could 
have brought to an honorable settle- 
ment consistent with America’s self- 
interest. 

The attitude toward this dissent has 
allowed the rise of dangerous- and un- 
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democratic demagogy. It takes many 
forms. Dissenters, we are sometimes 
told, are cowardly and timid. Yet .it 
does not take excessive courage to send 
men off to war. Were all those who 
conducted wars valiant and those who 
opposed them cowards? 

It is a view with horrendous and un- 
acceptable implications. It may even 
at times take more courage to oppose 
the massive political power which con- 
ducts conflict. What bravery is there 
in saying “The President is right”? 



After all, none of us — on either side of 
the debate— are going to be shot or 
burned or bombed. 

The Charge Is Murder 

A N OTHER FORM of assault charges 
the advocates of moderation with 
responsibility for the loss of American 
life. Dissent is not only unpatriotic, it 
is murder. How cruel a lie this is. The 
fact is that not a single American has 
died because of a bombing halt we did 
not begin or a moderate course we 
have not pursued. And thousands of 
persons are dead from what we have 
in fact done. 

If we are willing to concede the sin- 
cerity of those who are actually killing 
human beings, we are forced to con- 
cede the humane and peaceful motives 
of those who offer an alternative view. 
Certainly it requires as much vision 
and humanity to preserve the living as 
to justify the dead. To pursue the de- 
bate at any other level is a deliberate 
effort to arouse irrational and irrele- 
vant passions unworthy of this Nation 
and its leaders. 

The most shameful demagogy of all 
is to accuse those who dissent of un- 
patriotically prolonging the war by in- 
creasing the confidence of the enemy. 
How curious it is to claim that those 
v/ho wish a decent and honorable peace 
are continuing the conflict while those 
who have plunged us into war take 
upon themselves the mantle of peace. 

This war has seriously eroded the 
world leadership, international position 
and moral power of the United States. 
By ending it honorably we can restore 
some of the strength for which millions 
have died and millions have worked 
for generations and which now is be- 
ing carelessly and wantonly cast on the 
unnecessary fires of Vietnam. 

Accomplice to Horror 

H ANOI MAY draw what conclusions 
it likes. That is irrelevant. Our 
concern is with the United States and 
with opposing the acts of those who 
are damaging our country. That is the 
only course of true and courageous 
patriotism. 

* Vietnam is not just another political 
issue. Every day fellow human beings 
are being crippled and scarred and 
killed. Those who support our present 
policies believe this devastation and 
carnage is necessary to higher aims. 
Others disagree. 

For anyone who dissents in his heart, 
not to dissent with whatever weapons 
he has — words or speeches, petitions or 
demonstrations— is to find in the secret 
depths of his own mind the silent ac- 
complice to horror. 

It is the blessing of our system that 




we not only permit, but urge, each man 
to follow the inner call of his con- 
science to the most spacious limits of 

ThJ* 8 !? COnstrtutiona l freedoms. 
That, after all, is what even the most 
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